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MESSAGE FROM THE 
CHAIR

Assalamu Alaykum wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakatuhu

As we emerge out of the aftermath of Covid-19, we thank God for the blessings of a return to 
normality that allows us to benefit from righteous companionship, gatherings and visitations 
to loved ones.

At OCC, we were delighted to see all our educational programs and social activities resume; 
many beautiful meetings were held where students, friends, and teachers came together to 
benefit from each other’s good company. We are thankful to you, our supporters, for your 
prayers and generosity towards our work, and we wish to share some of the efforts and 
accomplishments you have aided us with.

Today’s society witnesses an onslaught of new challenges the new generation faces, none 
greater than planting the seeds of Prophetic inheritance in the hearts of the youth. Therefore, 
the fundamental vision of OCC is to cultivate holistic learning environments and facilitate a 
safe space which is rooted in knowledge, transformation and service to the wider community. 
We aim to provide our community with opportunities to learn and study their religion with 
qualified, enthusiastic teachers grounded in the fundamentals of Islamic knowledge. Our 
firm intentions and efforts are now placed in establishing a facility which will educate future 
generations of Muslims in these lands. 

As we enter the new year, we are grateful for your continued support. We pray that our efforts 
are sincerely for the sake of our Lord, that they are accepted, and that they are a means of 
goodness for our community. 

Yours in faith and fraternity,

Wajid Sohail
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IN THIS ISSUE
By the grace of God, we have had a blessed and fruitful year at OCC despite multiple challenges 
stemming from the pandemic. During these uncertain times, most classes were conducted via 
an online platform, however, this year we were able to transition back to live classes and 
resume our normal activities and gatherings as an organisation. We witnessed the huge impact 
of COVID-19 on the community, particularly our students, so our focus on establishing safe 
spaces for people to learn and thrive physically, mentally, and spiritually is now more vital 
than ever. 

The year of 2022 also saw the progression towards our goal of establishing a Prophetic 
Community Centre. A building has been secured for the project and we now intend to set our 
goals to fundraising in order to facilitate its completion.

This issue will outline the year’s developments, and the progress OCC has made towards 
reaching its goals in serving the community. 

SACRED 
KNOWLEDGE
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Mukhtar al–Hadith

A weekly Hadith class is led by Shaykh Fa’iz 
Qureshy who follows the Hadith compilation 
of Habib Umar bin Hafidh entitled ‘Mukhtar 
al-Hadith’. This course has been extremely 
popular with students travelling from far 
and wide throughout the year to attend and 
benefit from the in-depth knowledge and 
wisdom shared by Shaykh Fa’iz. 

Essentials Course

The aim of the Essentials course is to give 
students basic and fundamental knowledge 
of their religion in relation to faith, law, and 
inward purification. This course is taught 
by Ustadh Uthman Ramadan, and many 
students who signed up for the course have 
shared great feedback and benefit from the 
first course in the ‘Essentials of Faith’.

Tajweed Course

Tajweed is known as the eloquence of the 
Qur’an and the correct pronunciation of each 
letter when reciting the Qur’an. This is a well-
structured course that is essential for anyone 
wants to learn how to recite the Qur’an 
in the Prophetic manner. The curriculum 
is comprised of two sections: Theory and 
Recitation of the entire Qur’an. All our 
students have progressed from a beginner’s 
level to an intermediate level in both areas of 
the curriculum. This course is currently open 
to women only and taught by Shehreen Khan. 
We intend to open a separate Tajweed course 
for men in the coming year. 
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Online Arabic Program

As part of our initiative in teaching and 
understanding the Qur’an, we have launched 
a comprehensive Arabic programme online 
for children and adults. In order to connect 
to the Qur’an in its fullest sense one needs to 
have a firm grasp of the Arabic language. The 
admin team devised a programme of study 
that uses the ‘Al-Takallum’ book series as a 
base to teach from, as well as an extensive 
range of other traditional and modern 
resources, in order for each student to reach 
an advanced level. In our pilot year, we have 
seen just over 20 students register and begin 
their journey in studying and learning the 
Arabic language. 
Madrasa 

Madrasa an-Nur

Alhamdulillah, we have been running a 
children’s madrasa since 2012. The Madrasa 
has been continually expanding and provides 
Islamic education for children from the age 
of 5-13. Pupils are taught how to read and 
memorise the Qur’an, study manners and 
follow a well-planned syllabus in Islamic 
studies and partake in martial arts lessons 
on a weekly basis. The Madrasa children also 
play a vital role in being part of communal 
service and giving back to their community, 
taking part in multiple projects throughout 
the year.

UNS Academy

This course is designed for students to continue 
their studies after graduating from Madrasa 
an-Nur. The UNS Academy accommodates 
students aged 14-17 and aims to develop their 
knowledge of Imaan (Faith), Islam (Religion), 
and Ihsan (Spiritual Excellence). Additional 
subjects are taught, such as Fiqh (Law), Seerah 
(Prophetic Biography), Adab (Manners), and 
matters relating to the Qur’an. All sessions 
are taught by qualified and skilled teachers 
who strive to unearth the greater potential in 
each child. 

SEND Madrasa

After many years of planning and 
preparation, we are fortunate enough to 
now be able to cater for children with special 
needs and disabilities within Bedfordshire 
and Hertfordshire. Our team of qualified 
staff members run the Madrasa on the 
weekends during term-time and have had 
an overwhelmingly positive response. The 
aftermath of COVID in the community, like 
many others, has left a devastating impact 
on the mental health of so many individuals, 
and we have seen a rise in the need of SEND 
facilities across the UK. Therefore, OCC has 
made it part of its mission to help those who 
are in dire need of this support. 

Hifdh Programme

This academic year saw us open our doors 
to the first cohort of students for our tailor-
made Hifdh course. This course is mainly 
catered for children aged 11-16 and is a three-
year programme which will, God-willing, 
see them complete the memorisation of the 
Qur’an. We have been successful in taking a 
substantial number of students both male and 
female onto the course and they have started 
their journey in memorising the Qur’an with 
a qualified teacher.
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Rukāna Wrestling Club

OCC’s Rukāna Wrestling Club offers lessons 
in traditional wrestling and Brazilian Jiu-jitsu 
(BJJ). Students engage in these transformative 
martial arts which brings about many 
physical and mental benefits, while learning 
self-defence and self-discipline. Designed for 
boys and men only, from age 14 and upwards, 
classes are held two days a week throughout 
the year. Our head instructor at the club 
‘Bablu Chaudhary’ is a first-degree black belt 
in BJJ as well as a qualified and experienced 
wrestling coach. Grading takes place every 
six months, with students who show 
consistent development receiving a new belt 
every two years. We have a high success rate 
at Rukāna Wrestling Club, and our students 
participate in two local competitions every 
year. Currently the sessions take place every 
Tuesday and Sunday, with intentions to add a 
third session early next year. 

Banu Ismael Archery Club

OCC’s Traditional Archery Club offers 
students a unique opportunity to revive 
a sunnah of the Prophet a and reclaim 
an ancient art form. Students engage in 
a transformative sport with physical and 
mental benefits, while learning to wield the 
most elegant and widely used weapon in 
recorded history. Designed for boys and girls, 
men and women, ages 11-plus, the courses 
run in 10-week slots on Wednesday evenings, 
throughout the year. To date, many of our 
alumni have qualified as professional archers 
and come back to teach new students. This 
year some of our students also took part in 
local competitions in Oxford and Surrey, and 
intend to partake in an overseas tournament 
in Turkey in the coming year.

PROPHETIC SPORTS
Due to the grace of God, we saw the restrictions on contact sports being 
lifted this year, which was a relief for the community. With a rise in men-
tal and physical health issues after COVID, there was an urgent need for 

the Prophetic sports to be up and running again. 
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OCC Summer School

As part of our Prophetic sports program, 
OCC has an annual summer school open to all 
children aged 5-12. Unfortunately, the summer 
school was unable to run throughout COVID, 
however, it was successfully organised this 
year and we saw the admission of children 
from all different backgrounds and ethnicities. 
Our summer school consists of activities 
such as Martial Arts, Archery, Swimming, 
Fencing, Poetry, Duff, Arts and Crafts, and 
many others alongside daily reminders on 
Prophetic manners. The Summer School was 
a great success this year and we look forward 
to expanding our intake services next year.

GATHERINGS OF 
PRAISE

Gatherings are held weekly in the community which cover var-
ious topics of Islamic knowledge and tradition. The sessions 

are open to all and provide an opportunity for people to come 
together to learn knowledge first and foremost but also build a 
sense of community and bonds of brotherhood and sisterhood 

which are so ever so crucial more so in the times we live in today.
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Burdah Gathering

OCC hosts an open gathering of praise for all 
those in the community. The famous Burdah 
poem is recited to celebrate the Prophet a
followed by a short series on the ‘Way of 
Prophecy’, consisting of Seerah (Prophetic 
Biography), Shama’il (Prophetic Character) 
and Khasa’is (Unique Prophetic Qualities). 
By the grace of God, this year the Burdah 
gathering witnessed three people take their 
Shahadah and enter the fold of Islam. We 
pray these gatherings remain a great benefit 
for the wider community. 

Shimmering Light Mawlid

One of OCC’s key missions is to increase people’s understanding of the distinct position, 
virtuous characteristics and transformative teachings of the Prophet a. This is done through 
establishing gatherings which infuse the love of the Prophet a and courses where students 
study the prophetic biography and his lofty character. This mission to connect people’s hearts 
to God and His beloved is intertwined throughout much of what we do, from gathering weekly 
to recite poems in praise of the Prophet’s life and qualities, to hosting annual gatherings of 
remembrance, which celebrate his distinctive role as God’s final Messenger a and highlight 
ways in which we can try to emulate his blessed example.

The Shimmering Light Mawlid is a long-established gathering which has an ever-growing 
presence in the community. This year we have had more people than ever before attending 
the mawlid, participating and benefiting from the gathering usually scheduled on Thursday 
evenings. While the main gathering OCC hosts is directed towards men only, women’s 
gatherings are also usually hosted on Thursdays by sisters in the community. 

Community Mawlids 

Throughout the year, gatherings of praise are held for all on particularly sacred and blessed 
days. One of the main periods of frequent gatherings is during the month of Rabi‘ al-
Awwal, where short versions of the Mawlid (The Purifying Drink by al-Habib Umar) and 
the Shimmering Light Mawlid were held almost daily within the local community, hosted in 
our local centre and people’s homes. This is a brief gathering which includes songs of praise, 
reminders and light refreshments. The parents and children in the community particularly 
enjoyed this blessed month as they came together often to celebrate the Prophet a.

Ramadan Programme

This year saw our first Ramadan post-COVID, and the community felt the need more than 
before to come together and connect in the special nights of Ramadan. Daily classes were 
held throughout the holy month, such as ‘Ramadan Reflections’ by Ustadh Uthman Ramadan 
based on ‘The Etiquettes of the Qur’an’ by Imam Nawawi, and daily Qur’an circles where 
students would gather together to recite one Juz (part) of the Qur’an, thereby completing a 
recitation of the Qur’an in its entirety by the end of the month.

Our annual program for the Battle of Badr was held together with the online presence of Habib 
Ali Abu Bakr on the 17th of Ramadan, to commemorate the Decisive Day that God granted 
victory to His Prophet a and Companions. The full 20 rak‘as of Tarawih prayers was led every 
night by Wajid Sohail who completed the Qur’an on the 29th night of Ramadan. A program 
of Qiyam al-Layl (Night Vigil) was then held from 1.30am during the last 10 nights, consisting 
of prayer, a short reflection and Prophetic invocations. Our tradition of Community Iftars on 
Friday evenings continued through the generosity of our donors. 
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EVENTS
Gatherings are held weekly in the community which cover various topics 
of Islamic knowledge and tradition. The sessions are open to all and pro-
vide an opportunity for people to come together to learn knowledge first 
and foremost but also build a sense of community and bonds of brother-
hood and sisterhood which are so ever so crucial more so in the times we 

live in today.

Virtues

OCC is proud to be one of the annual hosts of 
the Virtues Tour. Each year in the illuminated 
month of Rabi’ al-Awwal, the Virtues Tour 
celebrates the life of the Prophet Muhammad 
a, through inspirational talks, poetry and 
art. Accompanying the tour every year, is 
the Prophetic Relics Exhibition that allows a 
uniquely beautiful insight into the life of the 
Messenger of God a. The Exhibition included 
information on how he dressed, what he ate, 
the medicine he used, and how he lived. Its 
highlights include coverings and dust from 
the tomb of God’s last Messenger a and 
a strand of his blessed hair, may God grant 
him prayers and peace. Over 500 people have 
attended this year’s event, and many look 
forward to its arrival in the coming year. Gnosis Retreat

OCC had the honour to host the first Gnosis 
Retreat with Habib Kadhim as-Saqqaf in 
our very own hometown of Luton. It was 
an incredible one-day retreat with over 700 
people attending from all over the UK. The 
retreat focused on the importance of seeking 
sacred knowledge with the intention and 
focus on experiencing Gnosis of God. As OCC 
is an organisation which places a huge focus 
on taking knowledge from the inheritors of 
the Prophet a who have an unbroken chain 
of transmission back to the Prophet a, this 
event was an opportunity for the community 
to have access to some of these great inheritors 
of the Prophet a and take knowledge directly 
from them. 

The Prophetic Community

Our first outreach event this year was 
held in Oxford. Manaqib nasheed group 
commenced the night with perfuming the 
gathering by praising the Prophet a. Shaykh 
Fa’iz Qureshy delivered the main speech 
on the night addressing the crowd on the 
importance of building Prophetic spaces for 
our communities. The event also included a 
Prophetic relics exhibition on show for over 
240 of our participants to view and take 
benefit from. 
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RETREATS
As part of our focus to provide a safe space for mental, physical, 
and spiritual progression. OCC holds several annual retreats that 
have all been able to resume after the pandemic and has now an 

overwhelming demand. 

The Flight Retreat

The Flight Retreat is specially designed with the 
purpose of acting as a spiritual shelter located 
in Wales; 150 students experience time away 
from their daily routines and environments 
alongside good company (Suhba) in order 
to build bonds of brotherhood/sisterhood. 
The retreat follows a prophetic schedule 
that allows students to gain a connection 
and closeness to God through supplications, 
remembrance, and gatherings of praise. A 
part of this schedule comprised of a wide 
array of physical activities, including the 
prophetic sports of swimming, archery and 
wrestling. Alongside these, students were also 
able to partake in outdoor activities specific 
to the main attraction of the location such as 
canoeing, kayaking, and wall-climbing. Each 
activity had the focus of improving one’s 
physical well-being and building strong ties 
between one another. 

Serene Haven Retreat

The Serene Haven Retreat is particularly 
devised with the purpose of acting as a safe
haven in a social and tranquil environment 
in the suburbs of Istanbul, allowing 40 
students to disconnect from their daily 
routines and busy lives, and stay in blessed 
company (Suhba) intending to build bonds 
of brotherhood/sisterhood. The prophetic 
schedule during this retreat included daily 
congregational prayers, gatherings of 
knowledge and remembrance, and visits to 
historical sites in the city. Students were also 
able to enjoy facilities in a thermal spa and 
well-being hotel, partake in horse-riding, and 
practise archery as part of their experience to 
thrive in mind, body and soul. 



232322

Divine Caravan 

The Divine Caravan is an exclusive and unique 
Umrah sojourn developed for Muslims who 
are living in the west, intending to provide 
them with an opportunity to visit the sacred 
sites in Makkah and Madinah in the company 
of righteous scholars. The retreat in February 
included a 10-night stay split between the 
two blessed cities, with visitations to various 
blessed sites and gatherings in the presence of 

COMMUNITY & 
OUTREACH

our dear and beloved teacher Habib Ali Abu 
Bakr. Many of our students created many 
unique bonds and memories, one of which 
we will never forget with our beloved brother 
Adeel Khawaja, who left this temporary 
world on 25th of May 2022 unto his Lord. 
Adeel was a beautiful soul who encompassed 
many social and inward prophetic qualities 
which were experienced by all in his presence. 
We pray we are united with him in the best of 
company in the highest abode in Paradise!

While this year we had 65 people attend the 
Umrah sojourn, we have 150 registered to 
attend next year’s Umrah retreat. 
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Homeless Project

OCC has a project which runs throughout 
the year and helps those that are homeless 
in the community. Our young volunteers 
and students get together and fundraise to 
provide the homeless with their basic needs 
and amenities. There are food drives which 
take place and donation banks in which our 
volunteers collect items and distribute to those 
that are most in need. During COVID, the 
homeless were one of the most marginalised 
and neglected groups in the community, so 
OCC made it a priority to provide support 
where they could. We are now in the process 
of organising regular soup kitchens. 

Ben Nevis & Yorkshire 3 
Peaks Trek

As part of a fundraising initiative, a group of 
volunteers succeeded in climbing Ben Nevis 
on one occasion and completing the Yorkshire 
3 Peaks trek. This was a great means for our 
youth to come together in goodness and build 
strong bonds of brotherhood and partake in 
charity. The team’s efforts paid off as they 
managed to raise £10,000 for the Bahjatul 
Fu’ad building project.

Sacred Beans

Sacred Beans Coffee House is an endowment 
set up for OCC and a social hub for the 
community. It was set up as a safe space for 
people to come and socialise, as part of our 
ethos. Sacred Beans has seen much success in 
this year and has become a community café 
which has become a familiar name in the 
locality. It is continuing to grow and aims to 
become a valuable source of income for OCC 
and its projects.

STUDENT 
TESTIMONIALS
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“OCC have been a reliable resource for me during my 
journey so far. With a genuine care and concern for their 
members and newcomers; OCC is a safe haven for people 
new to Islam and anyone searching for genuine answers. 
With a strong focus on building community bonds and 
ensuring all members/participants have the support they 
need; I can say with full confidence that I would not have 
been in such a strong position spiritually, mentally as well 
as physically had it not been for OCC.”

Henri-David Duval-Hall

“I wish I found out about OCC much sooner, since coming into 
contact with some of their team a year ago; I have witnessed the 
teachers here provide an immense amount of invaluable knowl-
edge that has been passed down from scholar to scholar with 
an unbroken chain of transmission leading back to the Prophet 
a. Familiarising myself with OCC and attending their weekly 
gatherings has brought me closer to Islam. I’ve also been hon-
oured with being able to travel to Tarim, Yemen, and sit and 
benefit from scholars and inheritors of the Prophet a with the 
help of the teachers at OCC. May Allah bless their efforts and 
work they’re carrying out for the Ummah.”

Abdul-Qadir Bhatti

“OCC helps in the moral and spiritual growth of both 
children and adults. The environment is relaxed and wel-
coming, allowing everyone to feel at ease. My children look 
forward to their weekly attendance at the UNS Academy 
and Madrasa, archery, hadith classes and Burdah gath-
erings. It also provides kids with great opportunities to 
take part in regular sporting events, which promotes their 
health and wellbeing. The archery class is a great oppor-
tunity to engage in Prophetic sports. My family and I 
have been greatly inspired by OCC, enabling us to acquire 
traditional knowledge and implement it in our daily life.”

Shamsa khannam

“My introduction to OCC initially was through the Monday 
Burdah gatherings and activities for my children, for someone 
who hasn’t been bought up in Luton; OCC has enabled me to 
meet like-minded Muslim sisters and feel part of a community. 
For the past year, OCC have also facilitated Hadith classes with 
Shaykh Faiz Amir, we have greatly benefited from these classes; 
giving us the opportunity to learn from one of the most special 
and learned scholars in these islands, OCC have made it pos-
sible for me and my children to attend regularly by facilitating 
ongoing crèche facilities.”

Zaynab Arif

Te s t i m o n i a l s Te s t i m o n i a l s
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This year we have made intentions to 
navigate into the second phase of the 
vision, which is to establish a building for 
the community. This building site will be 
known as ‘Bahjatul Fu’ad’. 

Our intention is to increase our aptitude to 
serve the wider community by establishing 
a safe and holistic space for education, 
transformation and service. 
We envision a space that is welcoming 
to all; where seekers from all ages and 
backgrounds can benefit and find solace in. 
OCC has now identified a potential site 
which will be suitable to fulfil the vision of 
Bahjatul Fu’ad. 

The site will encompass 5 main facilities:
1. Prayer Space for Men & Women
2. Montessori Nursery & Primary School
3. Emotional Well-Being Space
4. Prophetic Sports and Spa Centre
5. Youth Club

We require 2.3 million pounds to purchase the 
building for Bahjatul Fu’ad in the coming year. 
Please join and support us in establishing a 
Prophetic space for generations to come. 

The success and impact of OCC along with the initiatives and activities 
that it has established cannot continue to grow and develop without 
a wholesome and holistic space.

REVENUE SUMMARY SPEND SUMMARY

£119,900

£268,500
Capital Projects

£6,300

£113,100

£235,000

Property Deposit
Legal Fees

Equipment
Utilities
Fees

Site Rentals
Wages
Honorariums
Materials
Expenses

UNRESTRICTED
DONATIONS

RESTRICTED
DONATIONS

OPERATIONAL COSTS: PROGRAM EXPENSES: CAPITAL PROJECTS:  

Financial Update
BAHJATUL FU’AD
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WITH THANKS & 
APPRECIATION

We pray that you and your loved ones have been able to benefit from our programs, activities 
and retreats.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank our generous supporters for making this 
work possible, through the grace of God. May God unite us together again in gatherings of 
knowledge, remembrance and devotion, as we collectively serve the Prophetic mission.

Your continued support of our vision is greatly appreciated, and if you would like 
to contribute, please visit www.cultureandcharacter.org/donate/ or contact us at 
admin@cultureandcharacter.org

May God reward you immensely!
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